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newcarlislegazette.com
The New Carlisle Gazette is a bi-week-
ly publication serving not only New 
Carlisle, but also the surrounding 
communities of Rolling Prairie, 
Hudson Lake, and Mill Creek, Indiana.  
It is distributed free of charge in 
various public outlets throughout the 
area.

To submit a news tip/story, correction, 
letter to the editor (Viewpoint), or 
place advertising contact The Gazette:

New Carlisle Gazette
500 South Bray Street
New Carlisle, IN 46552

Phone: 574-876-2522 
Email: editor@newcarlislegazette.com

Policies:
The Gazette is an independently owned 
and operated publication.  The news is 
reported as accurately and objectively 
as possible.  Any commentaries, letters, 
or columns present the views of the 
author and not necessarily those of The 
Gazette.

Viewpoint space is available to all 
readers, and the free expression of 
opinions is encouraged. All letters must 
be signed and contain contact informa-
tion. Submission of letters does not 
guarantee publication, as The Gazette 
will not publish offensive, discrimina-
tory, or libelous material.

Publication of advertisements does not 
imply an endorsement of the advertis-
ers’ goods or services.
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Introducing The Gazette 
By Koby Keck
Editor

With so much going on in our com-
munity throughout the year, it had become 
apparent to me that our town was in des-
perate need of reviving a local newspaper.  
Judging from the conversations I have 
had with many of you in recent weeks, it 
seems to be a consensus.  Given the initial 
response, I am pleased to share with you 
the first issue of the New Carlisle Gazette.

There is no doubt that the overwhelm-
ingly positive reaction to the revival of a 
town paper speaks to the incredible job 
that Susan Jones did with the New Carl-
isle News for so many years.  Like many 
of you, I made sure I picked up a copy of 
the latest issue every other Friday to see 
what was happening in the community.  

While The Gazette will attempt to 
follow in the footsteps of the New Car-
lisle News, it will not be able to fill the 

shoes left behind by Sue’s newspaper.
My goal will be to fill the paper 

with engaging content that will make 
you eager to pick it up.  It will high-
light our seasonal events and celebra-
tions, the extra-curricular activities of 
our local students, and the service ef-
forts of all our non-profit organizations.

Additionally, it will attempt to 
keep you, the readers, informed about 
the current issues which face the com-
munity and allow you a place to ex-
press your opinions about those issues.

New Carlisle has always had a 
strong newspaper tradition. Since 1856, 
various publications have served the 
community.  This paper takes its name 
from one of the town’s earliest publica-
tions.  According to The Story of Our 
Town, the original Gazette was known 
as one of the county’s finest newspapers.

Much like the New Carlisle News, 
the new paper will be published on a bi-

weekly basis, every other Friday and will 
be available to you free of charge in vari-
ous public outlets.  You can also view all 
the articles online and sign up to receive 
a digital edition of the paper via e-mail.

Because it is a free publication, ad-
vertising revenue will be vital to the suc-
cess and survival of The Gazette.  Thank 
you to those who have already jumped on 
board, and if I missed your business in 
handing out a rate card, take a look at the 
rates below to see if The Gazette can be 
a useful avenue to reach your customers.

The paper will also  be look-
ing to you, the readers, to help 
keep the community connected.

As you will notice in this first issue, 
we already have a handful of contributors 
sharing the news of what is happening 
around town (and down at state, where all 
our local students seem to be competing!) I 
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Next Deadline  April 1 • Next Issue April 8, 2016
Inside B&W Ads

Full Page....................$420.00
Half Page...................$215.00
Quarter Page..............$120.00
Eighth Page..................$65.00
Sixteenth Page.............$35.00

Inside Color Ads
Full Page....................$500.00
Half Page...................$260.00
Quarter Page..............$140.00
Eighth Page..................$80.00
Sixteenth Page.............$50.00

Back Page Color Ads
Full Page....................$560.00
Half Page...................$305.00
Quarter Page..............$170.00
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2016 RATES AND UPCOMING DATES

Simply Organized
Tuesday, March 29 @ 7:00pm ET

Certified professional organizer will share organizing 
tips and products

No registration needed

Painting Party: Lighthouse
Saturday, April 16 @ 11:00am & 2:30pm ET

$25 donation ~all supplies included
Ages 13+, Registration is required by April 11

Space is limited! Register by calling or by visiting 
our website

New Carlisle Public Library 
408 S Bray Street • 574.654.3046 • www.ncpl.lib.in.us

NCPL POTHOLE SEASON IS HERE!
Please report any potholes to the Street Department, 574-654-3733 

(Town Hall/use option 1). We make every effort to stay ahead of this but 
occasionally we need your help to identify problem areas. We would 

rather fix small potholes before they become a problem.

The question has come up many times why we are not fixing potholes on 
Main Street/US20.  Since this is a state highway, the State of Indiana has 
the authority and responsibility to maintain this road. Because of this, the 

Town of New Carlisle is not allowed to do any repairs.

We would suggest you contact the Indiana Department of Transportation 
in LaPorte and report any potholes or unsafe conditions. Their number is

1-855-464-6368
For an emergency such as signals out or road hazards select option 1, 

Customer Service, select option 2.

Thank you,
The New Carlisle Street Department

Congratulations, editor and pub-
lisher Koby Keck, on the premier issue 
of the New Carlisle Gazette. I know the 
community can hardly wait to read your 
new paper—and I share that excitement!

As editor and publisher of the pre-
vious local paper, I am so happy for 
you and your new adventure. Our ap-
proaches to the same job may be very 
different, but I have a feeling you’ll ex-
perience a few of the same things I did. 

As the weeks and months go by, and 
the stacks of papers in your office quickly 
grow, you’ll gradually realize that your 
place in the community has been redefined. 
As “the paper guy,” you’ll be stopped on 
the street by people who want to talk with 
you, offer suggestions, and tell you how 
much they appreciate your work. It may 
come as a surprise in the beginning if, like 

me, you thought you already knew almost 
everyone in your hometown. Meeting and 
getting to know so many more people in 
the community is a truly wonderful gift. 

The every-other-week schedule will 
quickly become your routine, and you’ll 
look at the calendar as a series of “paper 
weekends” and “off weekends.” I hate to 
be a spoiler, but the working weekends 
roll around much faster. However, there 
is a special little perk that never seems to 
get old—the fantastic feeling that comes 
over you every time you send a new is-
sue off to the printer. The sense of relief 
and accomplishment is a welcome reward.

Koby, I wish you the best of luck, 
a steady flow of creativity, a continual 
sense of joy and achievement in your 
work, and support and encourage-
ment from the community. I look for-
ward to reading the New Carlisle Ga-
zette for many, many years. Thank you!

From the Editor (Emeritus)... would like to thank all of them for helping 
to get The Gazette started on the right foot.

If you know of something exciting 
that has happened in the community that 
you would like to share, do not hesitate 
to send in an article. Whether it be an ac-
complishment of a school club or a recap 
of an event that a non-profit organization 
put on, I will do my best to publish it.

Rather not write a full arti-
cle, but want to submit a news tip 
about something instead? I will look 
into it and try to cover it as well. 

Maybe you want to speak your mind 
about a pressing issue facing the communi-
ty.  The Gazette will have Viewpoint space 
available to all readers.  You can check out 
the first letter, featuring an opinion about 
the NPUSC Building Referendum, on page 
8.  Also on the Viewpoint page, you will 
find submission policies and guidelines, 
so join the conversation or start a new one.

On The Gazette’s website, you will 
be able to submit events to the com-
munity calendar, which may be fea-

tured in the printed edition of the paper.
The website will also feature 

the area church directory, so send 
in your information regarding ser-
vice times and places for your church.

Be sure to like “New Carl-
isle Gazette” on Facebook and fol-
low @NC_Gazette on Twitter to keep 
connected in between issue dates.

New features will certainly be ap-
pearing in upcoming issues,  and I 
am excited to get the paper going.

So thank you, the readers, for pick-
ing up the first issue of the new paper. 
Hopefully you will enjoy it enough 
to grab the next one in two weeks!

On a final note, I would like to 
once again acknowledge Susan Jones 
for all her years of dedication to the 
New Carlisle News and thank her for 
her help and encouragement in get-
ting me started with The Gazette.

Sue asked to put in a note for this 
first issue, so I thought it would be ap-
propriate to give her the “From the 
Editor” spot (to the left of this article) 
we all remember from the NC News. 
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By Susan Jones
Editor, New Carlisle News



In most presidential election 
years, Indiana’s May primary is 
viewed by many as a mere formal-
ity.  In 2012, only 16-percent of reg-
istered voters turned out to the polls 
in St. Joseph County for the primary.  

Regardless of the nomination 
process for presidential candidates, it 
will be critical for New Prairie com-
munity voters to turn out to the polls 
to answer a question that will impact 
the future of its school corporation.

This past January, the New Prai-
rie United School Corporation School 
Board of Trustees unanimously 
passed a resolution to ask the com-
munity to approve a building reno-
vation and school safety project.  
The project is estimated to cost no 
more than $42 million and is to be 
paid over a 16-year repayment plan. 

Under Indiana law, school dis-
tricts are required to ask voters for 
approval for any construction proj-
ect that will exceed $10 million.  The 
estimated tax increase for the aver-
age homeowner in the community 
is around $10 per month.  The ref-
erendum will appear on the ballot 
during the May 3 primary election.

21st Century High School
Every school building in the dis-

trict will receive infrastructure and 
safety improvements. However, the 
majority of the work will be focused 
on renovating New Prairie High 
School.  School officials say the high 
school, which was built in 1968, is 
in need of significant upgrades to its 
mechanical, electrical and plumbing 
systems.  For example, the proposal 
calls for energy efficient boilers to 
replace the existing system.  Two of 
the three current boilers are in need of 
repair, one of which is not functional.
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Voters to decide future of school facilities
By Koby Keck
Editor

According to NPUSC Superinten-
dent Dr. Paul White, upgrading these 
infrastructure systems to become 
more energy efficient would save 
the district money in the long-term.

“Our conservative estimate is 
a yearly savings between $150,000 
and $175,000,” White said.

The corporation, particularly 
through its 1:1 technology initiative, 
has been a leader in moving forward 
in the 21st Century.  A major theme 
of the proposal is to help the facili-
ties catch up to the district’s “cul-
ture of excellence.”  As a result, the 
plans call for a renovated library and 
also a new “Learning Commons,” 
between the library and cafeteria 
which would provide technological 
support and device charging areas.

If passed, the referendum project 
would allow for a reconfiguration of 
the entire high school for more collabo-
ration within vocational and academic 
program areas.  The east wing would be 
dedicated to helping students develop 

marketable skills, while the west wing 
would prepare students for college.

While the infrastructure concerns 
can be attributed to the age of the fa-
cility, the growth of the high school 
and expansion of the building has 
contributed to other needs for im-
provement.  For example, the current 
cafeteria would be expanded to accom-
modate the growing number of students. 

After the completion of the new 
middle school building in 2008, the high 
school absorbed the old junior high as 
its east wing.  Originally constructed 
to be two separated schools, the sprawl 
of the annexed structure has its share 
of safety and supervision concerns.

For example, the walk from the 
high school office to the east wing is 
approximately 0.4 miles.  Not only is 
it a long distance for administrators 
to respond to issues on the other end 
of the building, but the hallways that 
connect the two wings are not wide 
enough to accommodate the student 
traffic during the school day.  The ad-

ministration has been forced to imple-
ment one-way hallways during school 
hours to alleviate the congestion.

Major Public Use Areas
One of the centerpieces of the 

project is to add a “Hall of Excel-
lence” connecting the east and west 
wings.  The new corridor will im-
prove student movement throughout 
the school and provide a showcase 
area for the school’s achievements.  
The main offices for the high school 
administration would be relocated 
along the new hallway, providing a 
more central location.  It would also 
provide an opportunity to create a se-
cure main entrance to the building.

The Hall of Excellence would be 
the welcoming area for the portion 
of the high school that sees the most 
public use.  Included in that section of 
the school is a proposed new 1,200-
seat auditorium, which would double 
the seating capacity of the current 
one (595).  The corporation weighed 
their options, including the renovation 
of the existing auditorium, but ulti-
mately decided a new, larger space is 
necessary for the school’s enrollment, 
which could surpass 1,000 next year.

Under the proposal, the old audi-
torium will be reconfigured into class-
rooms and storage space for performing 
arts programming, like band and choir.

“Those programs are long over-
due for new spaces  considering all 
their success, particularly in the last 
five to seven years,” White said.

Athletic Facilities
Moving into athletic facilities, 

the high school pool is currently los-
ing 18,000 gallons of water per day. 
Used not only for the swimming 
teams’ competitions, the pool hosts 
various community activities as well. 

Although reconstructing the pool 
tank is listed as part of referendum 
project, this particular issue will be 
dealt with in the spring, regardless of 
the vote, using the corporation’s rainy 
day fund.  However, White antici-
pates the corporation would be able 
to reimburse itself for the new pool 
tank should the referendum pass.  The 
proposal also includes renovations to 
the spectator area of the natatorium.

At Amzie Miller Field, 
home and visiting football teams 
would have new indoor meeting 
rooms for pregame and halftime. 

For several years, the Cougars 
have met in the maintenance barn at 
the southwest corner of the stadium, 
while visiting teams had to choose 
between returning to the locker room 
at the school or finding a space on the 
practice field to huddle at halftime.  
The new meeting rooms would be at-
tached to the current concession stand 
and restroom building and would 
not be full locker room facilities.

Despite consideration, an artificial 
turf football field is not being proposed 
as part of the referendum project.  
White cites this as one of the  few areas 
in which the corporation had received 
negative feedback from the public.

Traffic Circulation
Improving traffic safety at the 

high school campus is a major compo-
nent of the project.  The proposal calls 
for rerouting the school busses behind 
the school through a new bus parking 
lot on the northeast side of the build-
ing.  The redesign would separate the 
bus traffic from the student drivers and 
mitigate the issue of students racing to 
beat the busses out of the parking lot.

 “We have been fortunate to have no 
major incidents in the past,” White said 
regarding the end of the day traffic flow.

Middle School Improvements
Despite being less than a de-

cade old, the middle school also has 

a couple of targeted improvements.  
Most notably, a “Gymatorium” ad-
dition for both athletics and fine arts.  
This idea came from community in-
put, which noted the need for more 
space for extra-curricular activities 
at the middle school.  Facility ex-
perts have advised that classrooms 
could be included in the addition 
without increasing the overall cost.

Elementary Safety Projects
At the three elementary schools, 

various infrastructure projects are 
planned with a continued focus on en-
ergy efficiency throughout the district.  

Additionally, student safety is 
a priority.  Neither Olive Township 
nor Prairie View, which are identi-
cal in design, currently have secure 
entryways.  The proposal calls for 
an addition to the main entrance of 
both schools to maximize security. 

 All three schools would re-
ceive restroom improvements, 
while Rolling Prairie would 
also have an expanded cafeteria.

Respecting Taxpayers
The school board has commit-

ted to a design-build project delivery 
system, which allows more flexibil-
ity throughout the entire process.  In 
this process, architectural special-
ists are able to evaluate the dis-
trict’s needs and find the most cost-
effective and least disruptive ways 
to meet the objectives of the project.  

For example, the proposal calls 
for site circulation improvements for 
bus and car traffic flow at Olive Town-
ship.  With the design-build method, 
the corporation may be able to avoid 
their original plans of relocating part 
of the playground and basketball 
courts on the south side of the school 
and may be able to find a solution on 
the east side of the building instead.

For White and the school board, 
finding ways to be cost-effective and 
respecting the taxpayers is a ma-
jor concern.  Community input on 
the needs of the district has been a 

key aspect of the process from the 
start, as the corporation held mul-
tiple community forums in the fall 
before passing their final resolution.

Additionally, the corporation 
recently decided to add two more 
public information meetings to an-
swer questions regarding the project. 

The first will be held on April 
19 at the Kankakee Township Fire 
Station in Rolling Prairie. The 
second will be at the New Carl-
isle Public Library on April 25.

“We have tried to lay out the 
facts in a straightforward manner 
and allow people to make their own 
informed decision.”  White said.

What Happens on Election Day
On May 3, voters will be 

asked the following question:
 “Shall the New Prairie United 

School Corporation issue bonds or 
enter into a lease to finance the com-
prehensive construction, renovation, 
and improvements to various School 
Corporation facilities, including the 
equipping thereof, which is estimated 
to cost not more than $42,000,000 and 
is estimated to increase the property 
tax rate for debt service by $0.6155 
per $100 of assessed valuation?”

Understanding the ballot 
question will be vital for voters.

“The critical part to know about 
the ballot question is that we are 
already paying a significant por-
tion of that figure,” White said.  

In St. Joseph County, taxpayers 
pay $0.4469 per $100 of assessed val-
uation.  In La Porte County, the cur-
rent rate is slightly lower at $0.4312.

Should voters approve the project, 
a bid process would begin in the spring 
with construction work following in the 
fall.  White expects the project to take 
around two years, as the schedule will 
be managed to minimize disruptions 
to the students during the school year.

If the referendum is voted down, 
White anticipates the needs would 
continue to grow.  He notes that 
the corporation prefers to avoid 
exhausting the rainy day fund.

“We would be able to take 
care of a few of the core things,” 
he said, noting things like replac-
ing the boilers in the high school.

“But it would remain status quo for 
a lot of the other projects,” he continued.

By law, the corporation would 
have to wait two years before ask-
ing the community again for 
funding through a referendum.

NPUSC has released this chart illustrating the yearly and monthly tax impact based on 
Assessed Value for property tax purposes. Calculation is based on $42 million total 
project cost to be repaid over 16 years.

NPUSC REFERENDUM
QUESTION & ANSWER SESSIONS

New Prairie United School Corporation will be holding two more 
public meetings to share information and answer questions from the 
community about the Building Renovation and School Safety Project.

APRIL 19
8pm ET/7pm ET

Kankakee Township
Fire Station

3 West Michigan Street
Rolling Prairie

APRIL 25
8pm ET/7pm ET

New Carlisle
Public Library

408 South Bray Street
New Carlisle
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Annual Monthly

Incremental Tax Impact $0.1841 $0.1841
$50,000 Home Value1 $18.41 $1.53

$100,000 Home Value1 $60.29 $5.02

$125,000 Home Value1 $90.21 $7.52

$150,000 Home Value1 $120.13 $10.01

$200,000 Home Value1 $179.96 $15.00

1 acre agricultural land2 $3.77

$100,000 rental/commercial $184.10
1-Includes standard deduction, supplemental homestead deduction and mortgage deduction
2- Assumes agricultural land is assessed at $2,050 per acre
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New playground equipment coming soon
By Nancy Taplin
For The Gazette

After much anticipation, new play-
ground equipment will be erected 
at Memorial  Park early this spring.

The  old playground equip-
ment was removed this past fall af-
ter it was found to be defective.

The Park Department is excited about 
the equipment which is sure to bring kids 
out to the park in the upcoming months.

Installation of the equipment 
is tentatively scheduled for the last 
week of March or first week of April.  
Because of the weather, the pro-
cess will be flexible regarding dates.

According to the Park Depart-
ment, the company providing the equip-
ment will assist with the installation 
for the first two days. The department 
will schedule the remaining portion of 
the installation based on the progress.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony is being 
planned for the first available date the 
children can play on the new equipment.

The Park Department recently re-
ceived word from the Indiana Depart-

ment of Natural Resources that our 5-Year 
Master Plan has been approved.  With 
the approval of the  Master Plan, it will 
enable us to apply for grants with the 
DNR.  However, these grants normally 

require matching funds from the town.  
The approval of the Master Plan and the 
installation of the playground equip-
ment has been quite the accomplish-
ment for the Park Board this past year.

Frank L. Keszei Funeral Home, Inc.
Essling Chapel

1117 Indiana Avenue, LaPorte, Indiana 46350
Phone 219-362-2722

Good Reasons
to Preplan Now

6
Waiting Will Cost You More... Save money when you plan now. Avoid inflation and future 
price increases

Personalize Arrangements... You choose the arrangements you want, at the price you want to 
spend. Avoid burdening loved ones with these decisions.

Relieve The Financial Burden... Avoid leaving a significant financial burden on your loved ones 
by prepaying at today’s costs.

Choose a Payment Plan... Payment plans available to meet your needs and your budget.

Flexibility... If you move out of state or choose another funeral home, your plan is 
transferable.

Solid Program, Secure Choice... Preplanning is endorsed by Attorneys, Trust Officers, 
Financial Planners and Medicaid as an effective way to provide for final expenses.

1

2

4

3

5

6
I would like to learn more about preplanning.

Name

Address

City   State/ZIP

Phone Number

For more information call (574)654-0084

32645 Early Rd. New Carlisle

Preschool
(3 yrs. old by Aug. 1 & potty trained)

2 Day program: Tues & Thurs
AM & PM options available

Pre-K
(4 yrs. old by Aug. 1)

3 Day program: Mon, Wed, Fri
AM & PM options available

TRANQUILITY
30-60-90
Restoring health nat�rally

Christine Stephens

511 W Michigan St, Suite 5
New Carlisle, IN 46552
574.742.1187

tranquility306090.com

Massage, Facials,
Waxing

would like to congratulate 
editor, Koby Keck, on his 

new venture, the 
New Carlisle Gazette!!

The Park Department released this rendering of the new playground, which depicts the Tot Area (left) and the Main Area (right).

Feeney’s Hometown Goods & Three Sisters Apothecary
Welcome the NEW CARLISLE GAZETTE!

We thank Editor Koby Keck
and wish him much success!

We invite everyone to come visit us!
115 E Michigan Street • New Carlisle

574-988-0050

FEENEY’S
HOMETOWN GOODS

three sisters

apothecary 5th Generation Family-Owned Funeral Home
Funeral Director Tim Kaniewski  is a resident of New Carlisle

Proud members of the New Carlisle Business Association
Always available to help those in our community

574-654-3221

Honored to serve the New Carlisle Community since 1986

New Prairie show choirs return to state
By Roanna Hooton
For The Gazette

New Prairie’s show choirs, In-
novation (mixed) and Sing Sensa-
tion (all women) returned to the 
state finals for a third year in a row.  

State finals for show choirs are divid-
ed into two groups, small and large.  Small 
schools are those under 1600 students.  
We competed in the small school divi-
sion, and we had some tough competition.  

Our students gave their all on 
the stage to come away with a fourth 
place finish for Sing Sensation and 
a tenth place finish for Innovation.  

Show Choir is considered a co-
curricular class which means the stu-
dents not only have class time dur-
ing the school day but they practice 
after school three or four days a week!  

The choirs are directed by Mr. Trust-
er and choreographed by Joe Sato.  Mr. 

Teykl, the band director at NP, leads a 
student back-up band that won many 
“best back-band” awards this year. 

Sing Sensation’s show this year 
was a hot/cold theme with songs 

like Frozen, The Heat is On, Fire 
and Rain and Burnin Up/Hot Stuff.  

Innovation’s show included the 
songs: Something to Believe In, Won-
derwall, Judy Blue Eyes, Blue Suede 

Shoes and Boogie Wonderland.  
Many thanks to the parents and 

grandparents that spent hours work-
ing on the sets and the costumes.  
Thank you also to Mr. Dettinger and 
his staff for their support this year.

You can help support our music 
department by coming out for a spe-
cial fundraiser on Saturday, April 16th.  

We will be featuring a concert by Alvie 
“Elvis” and the Sweet Sensations.  They 
are a group made up of former New Prai-
rie choir members, and the choir students 
will perform a few numbers with them.  

Tickets are available from choir 
members as well as the New Prairie High 
School office.  The tickets are $10 in ad-
vanced and $15 at the door with all pro-
ceeds going to the choral department. 

You can also see all of our New Prai-
rie High School choirs in action on Thurs-
day, May 12 and Friday, May 13 for our 
spring show in the high school auditorium.

Photo by Roanna Hooton
“Our House” is always filled with music.
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As many of you may have heard through 
the grapevine, New Prairie United School Cor-
poration will be asking the voters to approve 
a referendum on May 3, 2016, to fund many 
capital projects throughout the school system.  
There are many GREAT reasons to support this 
forward-thinking request.  Whether it be the se-
cure entryways at all the schools, updated heat-
ing and air conditioning, updated restrooms, 
improved technology, a NEW 1,200 seat audi-
torium at the high school, and many more need-
ed projects, there will be something improved 
in our great corporation that will touch the lives 
of every one of our nearly 3,000 students at ev-
ery school!  As a taxpayer, homeowner, educa-
tor, and parent of two children attending New 
Prairie, I am very excited for the future of our 

school district, and I am voting YES!  I am ask-
ing you to consider voting YES on May 3rd.

I can tell you without hesitation, the ad-
ministration, NPUSC School Board, and many 
others, have worked very hard to craft a pro-
posal that is very responsible to the taxpay-
ers of our community, yet meets the needs of 
our aging infrastructure.  I will gladly pay a 
few cents a day to improve the education our 
students are receiving while at New Prairie, 
which will ultimately provide our students 
with a very strong foundation to build on.  

As you begin to decide for yourself which 
way you will vote, I would ask you to con-
sider one last item.  In my humble opinion, 
there is no greater investment a community 
can make than providing its youth with a 

world-class education.  Our students have re-
ceived this type of education at New Prairie 
thanks to the sacrifices past generations have 
made.  It is now our turn to continue this cul-
ture of excellence for our current students 
and for the generations of students to come.  

Please consider voting YES for New Prairie!

Dale Groves
NPUSC School Board Member

Vote Yes for New Prairie Schools
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Gazette invites all read-
ers to express their opinions in our 
Viewpoint section. We encourage 
the use of the paper as a public fo-
rum to engage in substantive discus-
sion about issues facing our com-
munity, both locally and beyond.

All submissions must include a 
full name and contact information. 
Any letter received without this 
information will be disregarded. 
Only your name will be published 
in the newspaper with your letter.

We ask that you limit your let-
ters to the editor to 350 words or 
less. Exceptions may be made at 
the discretion of the editor. All 
submissions are subject to edit-
ing. Should any editing be re-
quired, the author will be noti-

Letter to the Editor
 Policies

fied for approval prior to printing.
Submission of any content to 

The Gazette does not guarantee pub-
lication. The Gazette will not pub-
lish any commentaries that are libel-
ous, offensive, or discriminatory.

Additionally, The Gazette 
reserves the right to remove 
any comments deemed in poor 
taste on The Gazette’s website 
and all social media platforms.

To submit a letter to the editor, 
log on to newcarlislegazette.com 
and fill out the Viewpoint form.  

You may also mail your letters 
to 500 South Bray Street, New Car-
lisle, IN 46552 or e-mail your sub-
missions to editor@newcarlislega-
zette.com.

THIS SPACE RESERVED...
 JUST FOR YOU

Join the conversation (or start a new one)

Submit a Letter to the Editor

Viewpoint space is available to all readers and will be 
an open forum for the community to discuss its most 

pressing issues. 

So let your voice be heard.  After all, your opinion 
has to be more interesting than this big, gray box.

New Carlisle Gazette
500 South Bray Street

New Carlisle, IN 46552
editor@newcarlislegazette.com
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NEW CARLISLE
LIONS CLUB

402 W Chestnut Street • PO Box 1174
New Carlisle, IN 46552

Our Motto, “We Serve”
Local organizations we have supported

 New Prairie Baseball, New Prairie Football
New Prairie Girls Basketball, New Carlisle Parks,

Camp Millhouse, New Carlisle Food Pantry
Olive Care and Share, LCIF, and 

Many Individuals in Need in Our Community.

Lions Club State projects we support
Indiana Lions Cancer Control Fund, Eye and Tissue Bank,

Speech and Hearing, Indiana School for the Blind, Leader Dogs, 
and the Indiana Lions Foundations

If you are interested in giving back to your
 Community within your time schedule please

contact Cheri Pesce at 269-240-0482

574-654-8811
Office Hours by
 Appointment

Dr. Jeffrey A. 
Huyvaert
132 E Michigan St
P.O. Box 853 
New Carlisle

Ten Commandments of a 
Child

Reading Roadshow: Library service to health-
care facilities and  homebound patrons

By Lisa Baiz
For The Gazette

The Reading Roadshow 
brings materials from the New 
Carlisle-Olive Township Pub-
lic Library to your front door.  

If you or someone you know lives 
in Olive Township and cannot visit 
the library due to age or disability, 
Reading Roadshow may be an op-
tion for delivery of library materials.

Homebound Olive Township Resi-
dents who have a NCPL library card in 
good standing or are eligible for a NCPL 
Library Card may request services.  

Homebound can be because of 
age, physical disability, injury or ill-
ness; on a permanent or temporary 
basis.  Audio books, magazines, mu-

sic compact discs, and books; in-
cluding large print may be delivered 
every two weeks or once a month.

Want to get started?
1.  Let us know you are interested 

by contacting Teen and Outreach Co-
ordinator, Marie Schaeffer by phone 
(574) 654-3046 or by email mschaef-
fer@ncpl.lib.in.us

2.  Fill out application.  This can 
be done on your first visit.

3. Coordinator will set-up the first 
visit.

Don’t delay.  Join the Reading 
Roadshow today!

Lisa Baiz is the Director of the New 
Carlisle-Olive Township Public Li-
brary. 

As parents and teachers, some-
times we let the stresses of adult-
hood get the better of us.  We often 
set very high and sometimes unre-
alistic expectations for our children 
and students.  When met, these ex-
pectations make our lives, as adults, 
a little bit easier.  However, we of-
ten forget that although easier for us, 
this can be very difficult for the kids. 

These ‘10 Commandments of a 
Child’ was shared with me this week 
and although geared toward a Sunday 
School teacher, I think we, as parents 
and school teachers, can take some-
thing away from most of these and 
apply it to the children in our lives.  I 
know they really got me thinking…..

1. Thou shalt accept my youth-
fulness. I need tender direction and 
loving leadership. Constant criti-
cism and raised eyebrows make 
me feel foolish and inadequate.

2. Thou shalt accept my imper-
fections. Please don’t expect perfec-
tion whenever you assign a task to 
me. I really do learn by my mistakes.

3. Thou shalt accept my limi-
tations. My hands are small and 
sometimes I seem awkward and 
clumsy. Please be patient with me.

4. Thou shalt show me the way 
to go. When I show off, I’m re-
ally asking for affirmation and re-
assurance. Could you please give 
me gentle guidance so my behav-
ior doesn’t become my attitude?

5. Thou shalt welcome me. If 
I’m new to your class, please take 
the time to explain the routine and 
show the other children that you’re 
glad to see me (even if you thought 
your class was big enough already).

6. Thou shalt expect the best from 
me. Please don’t have preconceived 

ideas about me. I have the tendency 
to live up to your expectations. Ex-
pect me to behave appropriately.

7. Thou shalt make the Word 
of God come to life for me. Find 
creative ways to teach me about 
the power of God, the ministry 
of Jesus, and all of God’s Word.

8. Thou shalt help me know 
and do what’s right. Nobody needs 
to show me how to sin (it comes 
naturally), but somebody please 
care enough to lovingly discipline 
me when I act inappropriately.

9. Honor my father and mother 
with good communication. Talking to 
my parents could help you discover my 
fears, my joys, my problems, my tal-
ents, my weaknesses, and my strengths.

10.  Thou shalt pray for me. You 
know, you may be the only person in 
the whole world who talks to God about 
me. I need you to ask God to help me.

Please take the ones that ap-
ply to you to heart.  Our kid-
dos are only little for so long.  
Don’t let that time pass you by!

Jessica Feathers is the Supervising 
Director of Cornerstone Preschool 
and a mother of four.

By Jessica Feathers
For The Gazette
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Give your investment portfolio a "Spring Cleaning"

PRINT ADVERTISING WORKS!
You’re reading this... aren’t you?

Advertise with the “town paper” and reach out to the community.  
See our rates on Page 2 and give us a call or email to get your busi-

ness or organization in The Gazette.

574-876-2522
editor@newcarlislegazette.com

YES!  We are still doing taxes.
YES!  We will be happy to do yours for you.
Just give us a call and make an appointment.

Adams Tax Service
Serving the Michiana area for 40 years.

Doug and Peg Adams
Phone: 574-654-3672

Cell: 574-276-5870
E-mail: dmadams9@aol.com

The New Carlisle-Olive Twp. 
Friends of the Library welcomes 

your donations of gently used 
books, CDs, and DVDs for our 

semi-annual book sale to be held 
April 22 and 23. You may drop off 
donations anytime at the front desk 

of the library.  
Thinking of joining 

the Friends?  
Our next meeting 
will be April 4 at 
6pm EDT at the 
Library. Join us!

The Gazette
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Follow us on Twitter:
@NC_Gazette

Like us on Facebook:
New Carlisle Gazette

G

Now that spring has officially 
sprung, you might look around your 
home and decide it’s time for some 
sprucing up. But you don’t have to con-
fine your efforts to your house and yard 
– you can also engage in a little “spring 
cleaning” in your investment portfolio. 

Here are a few suggestions for do-
ing just that: 

“Dust off” your investment strat-
egy. Dusting is a big part of spring 
cleaning. Light fixtures, shelves, win-
dowsills – they can all acquire lay-
ers of dust and grime that need to be 
whisked away. And if you’ve left your 
investment strategy unexamined for 
a long period, it too may need to be 
“dusted off” and re-evaluated. Over 
time, your financial goals, family 
situation and even risk tolerance can 
change, so it’s a good idea to review 
your overall strategy to make sure 
it’s still appropriate for your needs.

Get rid of “clutter.” Once you start 
tidying up your house, you might be 
surprised at all the “duplicates” you 
find – a broom in a bedroom, another 
broom in the laundry room, a third in 
the garage, and so on. Just as you prob-
ably don’t need multiple brooms, so 
you may find that you have many ver-

sions of the same type of investment 
in your portfolio. If you own too many 
of the same investment, and a market 
downturn affects that particular asset, 
your portfolio could take a big hit. You 
may be better off by selling some of 
the too-similar investments and us-
ing the proceeds to diversify your 
holdings. (However, while diversifi-
cation can reduce the impact of vola-
tility on your portfolio, it can’t guar-
antee profits or protect against loss.)

Remove “stains” on your port-
folio. As you clean your carpets and 
furniture, you might notice some 
stains that should be removed. And 
when you look through your portfo-
lio, you might find some “stains” in 
the form of chronically underperform-
ing investments. Instead of holding 
on to these vehicles with the hope 
that they will eventually turn around, 
you might consider selling them and 
using the proceeds to purchase new 
investments, which can help fill any 
gaps you may have in your holdings.

Consolidate your accounts. Have 
you ever discovered a stapler in one 
drawer, a roll of tape in the linen closet 
and a bunch of marking pens on your 
desk? All these items may be useful, 
but for the sake of efficiency (and to 
cut down on frustrating searches), you 
might want to consolidate them in one 

place. And you could do something 
similar with your investments. Spe-
cifically, if you have some stocks here, 
a couple of certificates of deposits 
there, and some IRAs at still another 
place, you might consider consolidat-
ing them with one financial services 
provider. With all your investments in 
one place, you could possibly reduce 
the fees and paperwork associated 
with maintaining your accounts. And 
when you eventually start taking with-
drawals from your IRA and 401(k), 
you may find it easier to calculate 
these required distributions if they’re 
coming from just one place. But just 
as importantly, when you consolidate 
your investments with one provider, 
you may find it easier to follow a 
single, unified investment strategy.

So, there you have them – some 
spring-cleaning ideas to help you update 
and energize your investment portfolio. 
And you won’t even need a dustpan.

This article was written by Ed-
ward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Provided By Edward Jones
For The Gazette

Curtis elected to Indiana 
Football Hall of Fame

Former New Prairie High 
School football coach  Bart Cur-
tis was recently elected to the In-
diana Football Hall of Fame.

Curtis, who is now the head 
coach at Mishawaka High School, 
will be inducted on May 20, 2016.

From 1997-2007, Curtis roamed 
the sidelines at Amzie Miller Field, 
leading the Cougars to an 84-38 record 
in eleven seasons.  He remains the 
winningest coach in program history.

Curtis led New Prairie to the 
school’s first two sectional titles in 
2004 and 2006.  In 2004, the  Cou-
gars also claimed a regional crown.

New Prairie also won North-
ern State Conference champi-
onships in those two seasons, 
snapping  Jimtown’s 60-game con-
ference winning streak in 2004.

At Mishawaka, Curtis  snapped 
Penn’s 153-game conference win-
ning streak in 2009 and has won 
five more sectional titles. He led the 
Cavemen to the state finals in 2012.

Prior to his stint at New Prairie, 
Curtis was the head coach at Ma-
conaquah High School.  His overall 
career record is 185-94 in 25 years.

Curtis is the fourth New Prai-
rie head coach to receive the honor, 
joining Bill Lynch, Floyd Trosper, 
and Ken Mirer as those enshrined 
at the Richmond, Ind. museum.

By Koby Keck
Editor

As a result of her amazing season, 
Palmer has been named the 2015-2016 
LaPorte Herald Argus & Michigan City 
News Dispatch Gymnast of the year. 

Allie Palmer earned a score of 9.2 on the balance beam at the State Championship.
Photo by Natalie Palmer

Palmer is so proud to represent 
her school, the future is very bright for 
New Prairie Gymnastics! Go Allie & 
Go Cougars, This is OUR HOUSE!

We are currently growing our reper-
toire of dance skills, technique, and 
tricks.  We tried more challenging 
dances to perform at our football and 
basketball games.  At times, fans have 
felt our growth, as we adjust and chal-
lenge ourselves.  Throughout it all, our 
team has persevered and has truly come 
together in the most satisfying way. 

The IHSDTA State Champion-
ship was held on March 11th and 
12th in New Castle, Ind.  For the first 
time in NPDT history, we were hon-
ored to have a Junior Soloist qualify 
and advance to the State Competition.  

Freshman Mia Bauer performed 
a heartfelt, and beautiful piece called 
“My Salvation”.  Her performance 
captured a fourth place finish out of 
more than 40 competitors.  The Ju-
nior Soloist division is extremely 
competitive, and Mia certainly made 
her teammates and NPHS proud 
with her captivating performance.  

NPDT also competes in a divi-
sion called AA Pom.  The pom com-

petition team has 13 team members.  
The team placed throughout the sea-
son, but not as high as we had hoped.  

The team was ranked fourth 
going into the State competi-
tion- with only a week between 
Regionals and State to prepare.  

As a coach, you always see the po-
tential that the team has and you just 

hope that you prepared enough, cor-
rected enough, and challenged enough.  
I cannot express how proud I was of 
their performance on Saturday.  The en-
ergy that they brought to the floor was 
palpable, the audience engaged, and 
our performance was truly amazing.  

I walked off the floor knowing 
that our girls gave it all they had.  

Audience members approached our 
team parents, praising how much the 
team had improved, and how amaz-
ing our performance was.  When 
the awards ceremony started that 
night, I’ve never been so nervous.   

Our girls brought home med-
als and a trophy for placing third in 
our division!  It was a spectacular 
moment for our entire team to cel-
ebrate the hard work that they put in.  

The New Prairie Dance pro-
gram is growing and we are now 
bridging the program between the 
middle school and the high school.   

We are grateful and appreciative 
of all of the support that the parents, 
the community, and the school ad-
ministration- specifically Athletic 
Director Brian Williamson and Prin-
cipal Greg Dettinger, has given us.  

We hope to continue to give 
back to our community by shar-
ing our love of dance, creating 
strong leaders, and being upstand-
ing pillars of this community.  

Freshman Mia Bauer finished fourth in the Junior Soloist division.
Photo by Tara Dome

GYMNASTICS, CONTINUED FROM 12

DANCE, CONTINUED FROM 12



SPORTS
Page 12 ▪ New Carlisle Gazette March 25, 2016

Dance team places third at state NP freshman 
competes in state 

gymnastics 
championship

New Carlisle wrestler wins another state title
The New Prairie Dance Team celebrates a third place finish at IHSDTA State.

Photo by Tara Dome

By Tara Dome
For The Gazette

“Work hard, win hard” was our 
team anthem for the New Prairie 
Dance Team (NPDT) this year.  Our 
Dance season starts with tryouts in 
April and continues until our State 
competition the following March.  

It’s an 11-month season, and 
the dancers on the team work 
so hard throughout the year.  

New Prairie Dance Team offers 
dance clinics for dancers K-8.  The 
team performs at parades, football 
games, basketball games, and we also 
compete with the Indiana High School 
Dance Team Association (IHSDTA). 

The dance scene is rapidly chang-
ing, and so is the program at NPHS.  

DANCE, CONTINUES ON 11

State Champion Reed Robinson on the podium with his first place medal.
Photo by Shannon Robinson

Reed Robinson, a second grader 
at Olive Elementary in New Carlisle, 
is the Indiana State Wrestling Asso-
ciation (ISWA) 2016 State Champion.  

Robinson, who competed in the 
Bantam Division (90 lb), won by 
technical fall in the finals, 18-0, in the 
State Championships held at Warren 
Central High School in Indianapolis.  

This is Robinson’s second state ti-
tle in three years.  Robinson, who had 
an undefeated 2016 season, wrestles 
for Penn Wrestling Club in Mishawaka.  

He is the son of Michael and 
Shannon Robinson of New Carlisle.

By Shannon Robinson
For The Gazette

For the first time since the 
1980s, New Prairie High School 
has a gymnast in “Our House”! 

Freshman Allie Palmer is liv-
ing her dream and is represent-
ing New Prairie as an individu-
al gymnast. She just finished her 
season and what a season it was! 

Palmer had a total of 17 podium 
finishes this season  (third place or 
higher) with four of those being first 
place finishes including a Regional 
Championship on Balance Beam. 

Palmer advanced out of the sec-
tional to the regional tournament 
with a third place all around finish 
and two second place event finish-
es. (Balance Beam & Uneven Bars) 

Palmer is one of two freshman in 
the state of Indiana who advanced to 
the IHSAA state gymnastics cham-
pionship as an individual gymnast. 

Palmer competed her balance 
beam routine at the state competition 
on March 12th at Ball State University. 

She executed her routine extreme-
ly well earning a score of 9.2 which se-
cured 16th place out of 45 total balance 
beam competitors in the state of Indiana. 

Making it to state as a fresh-
man was a huge accomplish-
ment and a lifelong goal for Palm-
er. She had the time of her life! 

GYMNASTICS, CONTINUES ON 11

By Natalie Palmer
For The Gazette


